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Covid 19 SAOS Staff Risk Assessment and Guidance 

In line with DFE guidance, it is expected that all pupils and staff will return to school full time from September 20 and support and 

intervention will be available for all pupils who require it. 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/guidance-

for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings      

The following document sets out safety procedures to protect staff and pupils, whilst maintaining pupils’ rights to receive 

appropriate support. This document should be read in conjunction with Springwell School Guidance and Risk Assessment as well as 

guidance for visitors provided by host schools. It will be reviewed regularly in order to respond to internal and local updates. 

Risk Assessor: 

Clare Belli 

Date: 17.08.20 

Review date: 

Reviewed 

fortnightly 

 

Guidance for visiting other schools 
This guidance must be read and followed alongside guidance provided by host school. 

What are the hazards? 
 

Risk Control measures Residual 
Risk 

Rag rating Additional notes for staff 

Increased risk of illness, through 
close contact with other 
individuals. 
 
Risk of passing on infection to 
vulnerable persons. 
 
Social distancing difficult to 
maintain due to level of 
understanding of children. 
 
Staff required to support pupils in a 
range of schools across the city. 
 

 SAOS staff to be familiar with policy for 
visitors at host school and follow guidance. 
 
Staff and children to be encouraged to 
wash hands regularly and/or use alcohol 
gel. Hands should be sanitised before 
starting and after finishing a session. 
 
In order to prevent cross infection, 
resources used for pupils during school 
interventions need to be single use or 
cleanable and able to withstand 
disinfection after each use. 

 

 Whilst all efforts to reduce the 
risks have been made, due to the 
needs and understanding of the 
children at school, social 
distancing will remain difficult to 
maintain at all times. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings
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The need to be close to pupils for 
behaviour management 
 
The need to be close to pupils for 
personal care 
 

Cleanable items should be washed or 
wiped with anti- bacterial spray after use 
or before storing in the hub. Plastic items 
that cannot be cleaned should be left for 
72 hours between each use. 
 
Paper and card materials should be 
laminated so that they can be wiped with 
anti- bacterial spray after use. 
 
Staff should follow individual school’s 
Health & Safety protocols on arrival. 
Staff should carry PPE and hand gel with 
them on all visits. 

 
When supporting pupils in school, staff are 
advised to remain 2 metres, or more than 
1m from the child ‘where possible’. 
However, the guidance accepts this ‘may 
not be possible’ with a younger child or 
child with complex needs requiring a 
specific intervention. Normal service 
protocol is to sit next to rather than 
opposite a pupil to support them. This 
position will also help to reduce the risk of 
infection. 

 
The general use of PPE should only be 
required where staff would ordinarily use 
PPE for the pupil. 
 
Schools have been advised that the use of 
staff rooms should be minimised and access 
may be limited in some schools. Staff to 
check with the school where notes can be 
written up following any support given. 
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Copies of visit records should be provided 
in a laminated pouch where necessary. To 
reduce contact through paperwork, all visit 
records to be given to Service Administrator 
for scanning. This will enable teachers to 
access all documentation in order to 
prepare review reports. 
 
To reduce numbers of staff visiting schools, 
there will be no authorised joint visits. 
Where possible, all reviews will be carried 
out remotely via Zoom or be delivered by 
the Outreach teacher only. 
 
 

 

 


